


Jesus Rejection of False Religion
Mark 11

#fakeReligion





Anyone who sets himself up as “religious” by talking a good 
game is self-deceived. This kind of religion is hot air and only 
hot air. Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God 
the Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in 
their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless 
world. 

James 1:26-27

The Message





“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 

Mark 1:15

NRSV





The people gave him a wonderful welcome, some throwing 
their coats on the street, others spreading out rushes they had 
cut in the fields. Running ahead and following after, they were 
calling out,

Hosanna!

Blessed is he who comes in God's name!

Blessed the coming kingdom of our father David!

Hosanna in highest heaven!

Mark 11:20-24

The Message















Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who were selling and those who 
were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 
and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the 
temple. He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written,

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?
But you have made it a den of robbers.”

Mark 11:15-17

NRSV





I'll bring them to my holy mountain

and give them joy in my house of prayer.

They'll be welcome to worship the same as the ‘insiders,'

to bring burnt offerings and sacrifices to my altar.

Oh yes, my house of worship

will be known as a house of prayer for all people.”

Isaiah 56:7

The Message





Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah, you that enter these gates 
to worship the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend 
your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with you in this place. Do not trust 
in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD, the temple of the LORD.”
For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with 
another, if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed 
innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own 
hurt, then I will dwell with you in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your 
ancestors forever and ever.
Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to no avail. Will you steal, murder, 
commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods 
that you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this house, 
which is called by my name, and say, “We are safe!”—only to go on doing all 
these abominations? Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den 
of robbers in your sight?.

Jeremiah 7:2-11

NRSV



In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree 
withered away to its roots. Then Peter remembered and said 
to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 
withered.” Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly I 
tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown 
into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but 
believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for 
you. So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours. 

Mark 11:20-24

NRSV




